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Project aims 

Food production in many areas in East Africa shows stagnating or declining trends, with demographic 
growth, land degradation and climate variability being the main culprits. Wetlands, on the other 
hand, have year-round water availability and generally high resource base quality and present 
potential production hotspots. They cover 20 Mio ha in the four target countries with only a small 
proportion currently being used. We surmise that wetlands become the breadbasket of the region. A 
consortium from Bonn-Cologne-Jülich and several African partners will assess the wetlands’ 
contribution to food security and the sustainability of current use along climatic and social gradients. 
We will study the spatial-temporal dynamics of matter fluxes and their underlying processes and 
assess technical options for enhancing production while considering ecosystem services. Models and 
various assessment tools are employed for cross-disciplinary and cross-scale integration and regional 
projections under different global change scenarios. The integration of actors from development and 
policy into the research process, ensure the application of the findings both within the region studied 
and beyond. 

Role of the Agroecology and Organic Farming group: 

Responsible for the central field trials in Uganda and Tanzania 

 

Current progress highlights 

https://www.wetlands-africa.uni-bonn.de/publications 

Project leader and partners 

Prof. M. Becker, INRES - Plant Nutrition 

https://www.wetlands-africa.uni-bonn.de/partner 


	Full project title: Wetlands in East Africa - Reconciling future food production with environmental protection
	Acronym: Wetlands
	Website: https://www.wetlands-africa.uni-bonn.de/
	Contract period: 2013 -2018
	Funding: BMBF
	Contact staff at AOL University of Bonn: Dr. Daniel Neuhoff
	Other staff involved: Susanne Ziegler, Julius Kwesiga, Simon Alibu
	Project aims
	Food production in many areas in East Africa shows stagnating or declining trends, with demographic growth, land degradation and climate variability being the main culprits. Wetlands, on the other hand, have year-round water availability and generally...
	Role of the Agroecology and Organic Farming group:
	Project leader and partners
	Prof. M. Becker, INRES - Plant Nutrition
	https://www.wetlands-africa.uni-bonn.de/partner


